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Lt. Governor’s Comments

Hungarian Soybean Trip

Harkany, Hungary

Good Morning, and thank you for giving me this opportunity to be here.

It is truly a pleasure to be here in Hungary for the Black Seas Conference on Agricultural Solutions and Cooperation.

I am pleased to have this opportunity– not only to share with you the exciting things happening in Iowa, but to also learn about what is taking place here in Europe, and particularly here in Hungary.

During my time as Iowa’s Secretary of Agriculture and now as Lt. Governor, I have had the opportunity to travel all across the globe to share our state’s accomplishments in agriculture, and to find out about what other countries are doing to grow and expand the use of agricultural products.

However, I have never had a chance to visit this corner of the world.  So, I am particularly excited to see for myself the work you have done in recent years to support your local independent farmers and what issues you face as you look to expand agriculture here in Hungary.

I hope that the friendships we make over the next few days will continue to strengthen Iowa’s partnership with Europe.

I have had a long career in public service – state senator, Secretary of Agriculture, and currently Lt. Governor of Iowa.  But of all the jobs I have had, the one I am most proud of is being a farmer.

My home is in a place that I’m sure few of you have ever heard of – Monroe County in the southern part of the state of Iowa.

It is a place of spectacular beauty.  The landscape is filled with hills, trees, green valleys, streams, and mile upon mile of rolling farm fields filled with the most amazingly fertile soil.

And it is from these fields that Iowa feeds the world.  Whether it be corn, or beef, poultry or pork, and of course, soybeans, Iowans have a long and rich tradition of helping to meet our world’s agricultural challenges.

I would like to take a moment to tell you about my home – Iowa.

It is a landlocked, Midwestern state located in the middle of America’s heartland.  We are bordered by the Missouri River to our west and the Mississippi River to our east.  These rivers have created opportunities for moving our grain and agriculture products to cities across the US and around the globe.  

Though agriculture is the bedrock of our economy, we are much more diverse.  Our capital, Des Moines, is one of the leading insurance hubs in the country.  Companies like Principal, Wells Fargo, ING, and many others call Des Moines home, and make it one of the fastest growing urban areas in the nation.

 In addition to Des Moines, many world-renown companies make their home in communities large and small across the state – like Rockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids (our second most populous city), and John Deere Implement Company, with operations all across the state.

Iowa is also filled with diversity and rich heritage.  People from our state come from many different places and lands.  Our first settlers came from Europe, including Hungary.  In fact, one of our largest counties is named Kossuth after the former Hungarian leader.

Today, though the great grandchildren of those European settlers make up a predominate part of our population, we also boast thriving Latino and Asian and Pacific Islander communities - and we are home to the Mother Mosque – the oldest Muslim temple in North America.

The beauty of our farm fields, our lakes, rivers, and streams, combined with our thriving cities and quiet communities combine to make Iowa a land of perfect balance where people can find a little of everything they are looking for.

I join the more than three million people who are proud to call Iowa their home.

And one of the reasons we are all so proud to be Iowans is our rich tradition in Agriculture.

Iowa’s greatness is rooted in agriculture.

Our soil is some of the richest and most productive in the world.  

Each year, 92,000 farms work the more than 30 million acres of crop land in our state.

As a result of years of hard work, Iowa leads the United States in agricultural output, growing more corn and soybeans than any other state.

Last year, Iowa’s farmers produced 2.2 billion bushels of corn, while our soybean producers grew 445 million bushels of soybeans, 16% of our nation’s total output. 

But we do more than just grow crops.  We also are the nation’s leading provider of meat.

Iowa’s 19.8 million hogs produced last year accounted for 30% of US production.

And we are number one in eggs as well, providing over 19 Billion eggs to people not only across the country but around the globe.

I know those numbers are impressive.  But the real story behind Iowa’s agricultural products is the outstanding quality.

Around the globe, people know that when you buy an Iowa product, you are getting some of the best tasting, highest quality meats and grains in the world.

That is why millions around the globe rely on Iowa to provide the food and resources they need to keep their economy strong.

Now, some of you may be asking why have we been so successful?  What makes Iowa’s agriculture industry so strong?   

Well, the answer is simple.  

Iowa has the right combination of natural resources, private leadership, and public support.

First and foremost, our state is blessed with abundant natural resources.  As I said, our soil is rich and fertile.  But there is so much more.

Our rivers and streams are clean of pollutants.  Our air is clear and fresh.  And we have the right amount of sun.  In fact, Iowa has more sunny days than parts of Hawaii.

In short, we have the perfect conditions to grow crops and raise livestock.  And those perfect conditions show in the quality of our products.

Second, we have strong private sector leadership and support.

As a former farmer, I know the strength of Iowa’s agriculture community.  Throughout the course of my career, I have stood shoulder to shoulder with my fellow farmers during the good times and the bad.

But one thing remains, that Iowa’s farmers are tough, they are smart, and they are always seeking new and innovative ways to grow their industry.

But what’s more, our farming community is blessed to be represented by so many strong and influential commodity groups.  

While clearly the farmer is the most important part of the agriculture industry, it is these commodity groups that are so important to growing markets and protecting the industry during good times and bad.  They are one of the keys to our farmers success.

More than 40 organizations represent Iowa’s Agriculture community, and I am pleased to be joined on this trip one of our state’s leading groups.  

My friends at the Iowa Soybean Association, representing over 6,000  farmer members, have been instrumental in growing Iowa’s soybean industry for 45 years and they are here to answer any questions you may have about Iowa’s soybeans and do their part to expand Iowa’s leadership in soybean production.  
It has been my pleasure to work with the Iowa Soybean Association first as Secretary of Agriculture and now as Lt. Governor and together we have traveled the world expanding soybean markets that have led to increased profitability for Iowa farmers.  
This partnership has also led to expansion of Iowa soybeans into emerging new markets such as Hungary and Turkey and I look forward to building upon this relationship for years to come. 

And finally, the last private partner is the business community.  Iowa is home to many great Agriculture companies, such as Cargill, Monstanto, and of course, one of our sponsors here today, AGP – the largest processor of Iowa soybeans.

AGP, as a farmer-owned cooperative, serves as a vital economic model of thousands of Iowa farmers coming together to process their own soybeans and to market their products all over the globe.  Their six processing facilities in Iowa are essential to the vitality of the rural communities in which they are reside and are an important driver in Iowa’s farm economy.

AGP and all of Iowa’s Agribusinesses have done the critical work of providing the infrastructure and investment in agriculture that have allowed our products to be used for everything, from food, to fuel, to plastics.  In addition, they play a critical role in finding new markets for our products and delivering these products throughout the world.

Thanks to the years of hard work by farmers, commodity groups, and businesses, Iowa’s agricultural industry is one of the strongest in the world.

The third and final key to our success is public support, particularly at the state government level.  

I believe that in Iowa we have found the right combination to protect our producers, expand our consumer base, and continue to grow this vitally important industry.  

So what have we done?

First of all, Iowa has an innovative program to protect farmers during times of financial hardship called the Iowa Grain Indemnity Fund.  This fund protects farmers from catastrophic loss should the company they are contracted with fail for any reason.  It serves as an insurance policy that farmers can tap into during times of business failure.  

But the most interesting thing about this program is funded in partnership by farmers themselves and Iowa agribusiness.  

Iowans have always been there for one another during times of hardship, and this is just one more example of farmers helping farmers, and it gives much needed security to an industry that can experience volatility in the marketplace.

Second, as I said, Iowa has abundant natural resources.  But we must take steps to protect those resources to ensure the vitality of farming in the future.

That is why Iowa government has implemented a soil conservation program that offers producers funding if they implement sound farming techniques that protect against run-off and erosion.  This protects our rich farmlands for future generations, and ensures that Iowa products continue to be the best in the world.

Third, we promote fairness throughout the industry with our Bureau of Weights and Measures.  Housed in our department of agriculture, this agency has a team of inspectors whose only job is to ensure that scales used in commercial sales are precise and correct.  This gives our producers peace of mind, and helps ensure accuracy in the marketplace.  

Fourth, and finally, we have a strong state-level department of Economic Development whose only goal is to grow all sectors of Iowa’s economy.

And when it comes to agriculture that means growing our export markets.

Iowa is already the 2nd highest agricultural exporting state in the United States, with more than $5.2 billion in meats and grains leaving our state every year.

And to do that in a state that has only 3 million people is no small feat.

But the fact is that Iowa relies on its export markets just as much as foreign countries rely on our products.  

We are committed to growing our trade opportunities around the globe.

That is why the Department of Economic Development works tirelessly to explore and find new trade opportunities around the globe.

We have several trade offices in foreign countries, including one in Germany that stands ready to help any European Country – including Hungary – in any way possible.

We provide businesses looking to expand to foreign countries financial assistance through the Export Trade Assistance Program, which helps companies explore new market opportunities overseas.   

And we plan and coordinate market development trips that connect Iowa companies with foreign officials in an effort to help promote and attract new business for Iowa’s agricultural producers.

Breaking into new markets and exposing new countries to Iowa products is vitally important to our state’s success, and that is why we are here today.

We know that Hungary is one of the fastest growing markets in Europe.

And as your economy grows, Iowa stands ready to help you succeed.  We have the agricultural commodities your economy demands.    

With me today are some of our state’s top experts in soybean production and use.  They are here to answer any questions you may have, and work with you to bring high-quality Iowa soybeans here to Hungary.

We look forward to working with you, and forging new friendships and partnerships, and together I know we can help both the economies of Iowa and Hungary continue to expand and prosper in the future.

The three legs of this agricultural stool – Natural Resources, Private Leadership, and State Support -- have provided the right combination for agriculture to thrive in Iowa.

It has helped us sustain our biggest industry, and it is this model that will help us continue to grow and lead us to an even brighter future.

The people of Iowa stand ready to meet the challenges of a growing and ever-changing world.  

Our history and our strengths in agriculture have positioned Iowa to help feed the world, while expanding economies across the globe.

I want to thank you for letting me come and share with you a little about my home state, and I look forward to learning more about your country and the work you are doing here.

I also want to extend an invitation on behalf of Governor Culver and the People of Iowa to come and see for yourself the work we are doing in Iowa.  Come and learn about our efforts to support agriculture in all its forms, and the products and opportunities that are grown in the fields of Iowa.  

We look forward to working with you now and in the future.  And together, we can meet the challenges we face, grow our economies, and build a brighter future for all.   
Thank you.


